DAY=

=  When the word “day” is used with a number, such as day one, day two,
etc., it always refers to a literal, 24 hour type day. This is true 100% of the
time. This holds true all 359 times that “day” is used with an ordinal
modifier (number) outside of Genesis chapter 1.

= There is no Biblical indication that “day” is used differently in the beginning
chapter of Genesis than it is throughout the rest of the book, or the rest of
the Old Testament.

= The “days” in Genesis 1 are always specifically used in connection with
the words “evening and morning.” This phrase is used with “day” 38 times
in the Old Testament, not counting Genesis chapter 1. Each time, without
exception, the phrase refers to a normal 24 hour type day. It is also
important to note that this phrase is never used in the Old Testament in a
manner which is obviously metaphoric.

When the phrase “evening and morning” is coupled with a numbered modifier
and the word “yom”, there is no stronger way of specifying a normal day. We
understand that Genesis is describing six Earth rotations, not an unspecified
period of billions of years.

We see therefore that a study of the Hebrew text of Genesis 1 states in clear
language that creation took place during the period of six, normal 24-hour type
days. Further evidence of this conclusion is given in Exodus 20:11. This
passage, written in stone by the finger of God Himself, states, “For in six days the
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested
on the seventh day.” God, the only witness to the creation events, testifies that all
things were created within a literal six day period.

Ultimately, whether one accepts this information or not probably depends more
upon their interpretation of science than of the scriptures. For without the
consideration of modern scientific theories of the age of the universe, there can
be little reason to question the clear communication of the Bible.

THREE MODERN DAY THOUGHTS ON CREATIONISM

Since the 1800s, when Evolutionism became popular, various Christians have
tried to harmonize it with Biblical beliefs. Although most Christians rejected
atheistic Evolutionism, many accepted various important aspects of the theory,
including the belief that the Earth was billions of years old. What most have done
to harmonize the Bible with "modern” scientific theories is add God's supernatural
power to an evolutionary process.

The three most common ways in which Christians have incorporated billions-
of-years into the Bible is by Theistic Evolutionism, the Gap Theory, or

Progressive Creationism (also called "Process Creation"). Of the three, Theistic
Evolution is the most liberal theologically. Theistic Evolutionists often reject the
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entire Creation account. For some, the only active role for God is the He started
the "Big Bang" and occasionally stepped-in to supersede natural processes.

The Gap Theory is a more conservative view, theologically. Both Gap Theorists
and Progressive Creationists definitely consider themselves to be Bible-believing
Christians. The Gap Theory's basic proposition is that there is a possible time
gap of millions (or possibly billions) of years between Genesis 1:1 &1:2. There
are many versions of the Gap Theory, but most agree that the time supposedly
"required” by modern science can be put into this assumed gap. During this
supposed time, many events took place which God did not tell us about.

Progressive Creationists take another approach. How do they insert billions-of-
years into the Bible? They change the meaning of "day" in the creation account -
from a single rotation of the Earth, to a long, indefinite period of time (perhaps
hundreds of millions of years each).

What happened during these long periods? Not all Progressive Creationists
agree. Their opinions often hinge on whether they have a theologically liberal
bent, or a conservative bent. The more liberal picture God as doing relatively little
in the way of actual creative acts during the supposed billions of years of
creation. God simply steps-in now and then, to create new life forms. The more
conservative Progressive Creationists present God as doing many more creative
miracles. That is, God creates the world in numerous progressive steps. That is
why this belief is called "Progressive Creation” or "Process Creation."

Although there is little widespread agreement among Progressive Creationists,
they generally believe the following:

= The "Big Bang" is interpreted as God's way of producing stars and
galaxies through billions-of-years of natural processes.

= The Earth and universe are billions of years old.

= The days of Creation were overlapping periods of millions and billions of
years.

= Death and bloodshed have existed from the very beginning of Creation
and were not the result of Adam's sin. Man was created after the vast
majority of earth's history of life and death had already taken place.

= The flood of Noah was local, not global and it had little affect on the
Earth's geology which represents billions of years of history.
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